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On Oct. 12 at a press conference in Copenhagen, Peruvian writer and journalist Roger Rumrill
addressed alternatives to militarization in attempts to reduce the drug trade. Rumrill, an adviser
to the Ilares Convention Campesinos Federation an organization comprised of 40,000 traditional
coca growers , was en route from a conference on South American development in Madrid.
Highlights of his statements follow. * Peruvian coca growers are willing to substitute coca with food
crops, but economic need militates against such actions. The government must first address the
impoverishment of 12 million Peruvians, and the US and European nations must support markets
for products replacing coca paste. * Monoculture imposed during the past 500 years of Western
involvement in Peru has resulted in low productivity, and soil exhaustion. Farmers would like to
return to indigenous land use patterns, which are ecologically sustainable. However, a transition of
this nature would require subsidies and economic aid. In the absence of the latter, coca cultivation
continues in Peru, as in other Third World nations. The cultivation of drug crops is linked to poverty.
* Scientific studies demonstrate that cocaine chlorohydrate is only one of 14 components of the
coca plant. * Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) guerrillas are using coca as a weapon. They have
commenced defending growers who are under attack by the government to eliminate the crop. *
Production of coca paste for narcotics production is responsible for environmental destruction, since
chemicals used in the process are being tossed into rivers. In addition, 200,000 ha. of land have been
deforested to cultivate coca for the development of cocaine. (Basic data from EFE, 10/12/90)
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